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Prince's war diary, which was in three volumes, was left
behind. The Crown Princess now conceived the idea that if,
at some future date, the diaries of her husband could be
published to the world, these would constitute a decisive
answer to many of the slanderous accusations with which
she and the Crown Prince had been assailed. She knew
that her husband had played a far more important part in
bringing about the formation of the German Empire than
had been credited to him, and she wanted the German
nation also to know this. Bismarck, as might have been
expected, had put himself before the nation as the maker
of Germany. He had kept in the background the fact that
he owed to the Crown Prince much of his success, and that it
was largely the personal influence of the Crown Prince with
the German rulers which had made the Empire possible.

Probably the Crown Princess talked about her project at
Villa Zirio. Radolinsky was not the only spy of Bismarck's
at San Remo. There were spies among the household
servants. From one of these sources the Chancellor learned
that the Crown Princess had persuaded her husband to
publish the diaries. He did not know the contents of the
diaries ; but he did guess that these would lessen consider-
ably his prestige with the German people, and he also
believed that in all probability there would be passages
which would reveal that he had acted in a high-handed
manner towards the Crown Prince and Princess. The diaries,
if published, were bound to act as good propaganda for the
Crown Prince and his wife and as harmful propaganda against
the policy for which he stood.

Bismarck determined that the diaries must not be pub-
lished. The Chancellor, after a short chat with Prince
William, who had come to his room at the Foreign Office,
was able to sit back well satisfied that his young Prince was
now of the opinion that the publication of the war diaries
would be an unpatriotic gesture on the part of his father and
mother, and that in the best interests of Germany this must
be stopped.

It is uncertain just what the Chancellor intended to 4o 4t